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EMANCIPATION BEFORE EMPOWERMENT

Empowerment of women assumes special signifi-
cance in the light of some recent developments, promi-
nent among which are the pledge by the United Na-
lions on its fiftieth anniversary to sfrive for gender jus-
lice, and the government of India’s policy declaration
of providing 33% reservation of seafts for women in the
counlry’s legislatures. It has taken womankind more than
a hundred years to reach this stage of development...
from a situation in which women were barred from en-
lering legislative bodies and the portals of universities -
to a posilion where women are accepted, though in
principle mostly, as equal to men. Feminists and social
acfivists are optimistic that gender inequality will end
sooner than lafer.

Frequently changing perspeclives on feminism and
the lack of a clear and coherent plan of action accen-
tuate the fragility of the empowerment process. Chronic
poverty, growing female illiferacy and social backward-
ness of women in the poor countries of the world render
the scenario gloomy. Heinous praclices and crimes con-
tinue fo be perpeirated on women. ‘Dowry deaths' or
‘bride-burning’ in some countries, purchase and sale
of girls in some other countries for the purpose of flesh
trade and kidney removal (trade in human organs), and
clitoridectomy in some socielies are just a few instances
of the shameful conditions of the world on the threshold
of the millennium. Not just the poor but even women
belonging fo the middle and lower middle classes in
these third world counfries tend to “subordinate their
cultural and educational accomplishments for a roof
over their heads.”

In pursuance of the objectives of Sankar Foundation
and the Cenlre for Policy Studies this small book "Eman-
cipation Before Empowerment'—A Study of Women's
Problems in Visakhapalnam is being brought out after
a similar study on Street Children in Visakhapatnam was
published. The authors have made a careful sfudy of
some of the problems of the women of Visakhapatnam
and its neighbourhood. The Foundation and the Cen-
ire, like the authors, will feel rewarded if this small yel
insightful work will prompt further and more in-depth

'

studies enabling policy makers and NGOs to tackie the
many problems of women at the local level. This work
has been undertaken by ladies of academic compe-
tence and social commitment in the hope that such
studies at the local level will be followed up by neces-
sary remedial measures and appropriate action. Great
rivers, it is rightly said, begin as small sfreams. Emanci-
pation of women, the authors asserf, must begin at
home, in the village and the fown for a real and mear:-
ingful empowerment of women. The Cenire congrafu-
Iates the authors and their team on this commendable
effort.

—The Editor

Excerpts from the Forthcoming Book

EMANCIPATION BEFORE EMPOWERMENT - A
STUDY OF WOMEN'S PROBLEMS

—B. Meena Rao
M. Vijayalakshmi and RV.L. Ramana

The plight of the Indian woman Is a long story of dep-
rivation and subjugation. Though the campaign for gen-
der equalily is gaining momentum, the gap between
the vision of gender equality and the reality of women's
subjugation has only become wider than before. Dis-
crimination against women is rampant in all spheres of
life. Reports of increasing number of dowry harassments,
deaths, rapes, violence against women, suicides and
wife-battering cause serious concem. Notwithstanding
conslitutional proclamations, high sounding policy state-
menls and pious declarations at the highes! level, em-
powerment of women has remained a mirage and an
almost unrealisable goal. Emancipation of women must

)

"When woman whom we call ‘abala’ becomes
‘sabala’ all those who are helpless will become pow-

erful.”
rlu —Gandhiji

*Gender Inequality Is a social failure leading to
other social failures.”
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precede their ermpowermant crnd un'ess wemen enricy
basic rights such as licerty ang ecuaiily. eny ik of em-
powerment amcunts to the usucl ceiltcc! releric.

The micro study ‘Emancicaciicr fafore Srpowerment’
highlights this aspect. The main cojective of the study is
to bring 1o ligh! through the cnc!isis of the problems of
women, some cf the impuiian! Zrctiems conceming
women so thal measures tc ritigaie ther suffenng con
be devised. The study dec’s mc ~iy with two Impertont
CONCes - Wemen's SoCio-eccromic sicius and irelr
decision-making power. The o'ud; Clso Cnayses varicus
issues relating to women's orucicr 1 G perceived oy o
respondents and some i ~aa! persens of the ¢lty -
whose views were sougr! i2; *re purmose. The study cov-
ered a sampie ¢l 3CO wemean <! rural, slum and non-
slum areas.

Socio-Economic Status cf e xespondants:

The age cf the sampled women ranges trom 21 10 A2
years and a singie largest grun ~t 4 C por cont baelong
to 21-30 years cf age Ggreue Tr2 coste compeuiicn ™o
vedls that the forward casles cere sy reside in uosn nen-
slum areas (479%) and bacxkward - 2z, scheduled coslas
and scheduled tnbes scitie Cowr, c'ner in dum or roect
areas. lliteracy 1s one of iho major prociems Inat is stard-
ing as an obstacle o societal cevexcnmeni and 4 T
cenl! of sampled women ra ilulze. .es and muen Mmore
worse is that the rale of tuncnonai iteracy is cnly arouna
20.0 per cent in rural and sum Gio - {6 Eneral hea =
status of women is deploiabie in rure. e with only ¢ C
per cenl nomna and in siurm areas - a0 16.0 per cent in
nomai health. Only 22.3 per cent = omen haveo gzinid
empioyment and moslt oi haem aio w .ng as oagncuiru ol
labourers or in unorganiszd sector. Maonry ¢t these women
have an income less than ks. 501/- - reonth. Cata on
the availability of basic cmenities inclucing drnking wao-
ter, loilet focilities and electricity inaico inal there is an
urgent need for improving these laciifies crashcally in ru-
ral and slum arecs.

ner-

Decision-making cna Peico zlizrs ol e Respononts

As renards cdecislon-making on écons mic spending,
it is distressing to noie ihat none of the v~men have C
cay on ireir husbanc's incoma and it is essentially the
prerogative of the head ol the househcld. However, a
maijority of the working women decide by themscives
how to tpend their income. What seems oovious from
the finding is tha! frisedom fo spend money comes in o
majority o! cases. only when they are eamers and hence
there is G slrong need for women 1o take up gainiul ac-
tivity for their empowerment. As regards decision-mak-
ing on family planning, in majority of the cases in non-
slums (52.0 per ceni) ooth husband and wifle 1ogether
take decisions, which is a welcome frend, but this is prac-
tically nil in rural areas and insignificant is slum areas.

Respondent's decision-making power is more with re-
spect fo girs' education, than that of boys” education. itis
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suspeciod tha! womaen in sium oreas ard nurcl crecs clay
c nogetive role ond cressunse 1o giscornrue he souce-
tion of their gids in crcar 1o Utizo +am in SIoCuchve work
ct home of oulside. With the reservation of 32% Ic wemen
in local bodies, the coitical awareress ¢! wemen hcs in-
crec:ed ic alarge exient and [his 15 refiscted in bCtn ron-
$'UM areas anc nuaci orecs, wheremm Taicnly of wemen
dacico or their own Ic wher fo vete. tutin sium arecs il is
siill @ community vole, and it is the rec2 cf fne cemmunity
norncily who decides on whom ic vole

On the practice cf dowry, the cominent trend that is
coserved is that ¢ large number of wormen corocer it
os ¢ hadicnal picciice and sheou!2 contnue, mCre 50
in slum and rural creas. Menv ¢f mem egua'ly teil that
one cornc! do away with this evl practice. Cenliary te
crevoient nobfon, rura womer cooscr 'c be mors CG-
vancsd in thelr percegtions ol peiit cal emoowsment.
On tra greciom ¢! cccholizm, 763 car cent samplec
womenr tel tnal the imciomertatcn of prehtiicn oy
tng goverrmer! is ¢ fcia) forure This s rellecisC more
in rg'rc. cnd slum creas than in nen-iiams. Eut wemen
fom cl cregs tovoured preribihcn wiin mome ellectve
imglemenicticn.

Opinlcns ¢f Soma Freminent Parsors ¢l the City:

On dewry menaca, $ema prormingn! pericns sug-
gesiec measures SLCh as siict entcrcament c! Frepeny
Succesiion ASt INCreCsinG oM., ment ceeortunites tor
women, \Sisrsive CTMDGSrSs Cominst dawry, elc for
eroTcanon ¢ 1he Ciopiem. T3y S50 poniea cut thatl
t~ ¢ ol cicencizm could e mivmised DY govem-
rrenl poucy oIl cencern CNa « 07N empowerment.
tlaicnty of them sirongly fell thal cconomic indepen-
dence 1 women con brng Gooui on cgvancement in
ihe status cf women. Rowever, one woman aclivist feit
that culiural values cuch as '‘palnarchy’ preven! women
frem - njoying 2 conts cf their oroperty s clso per-
sonca 1xeome. The promineni peisont el that there s
c'nivdingl change amona racis members towards
women but they emphasized thal !a change is rather
siow. 1 tell that ¢ 191 needs 1o b2 Jor= (o Ine develop-
ment <~ women, conlirming the autnors’ plea for eman-
cinglicn ol women first and foremaost.

The tow slatus accorded to womzn in the society Gs
reliecizd in their low lilercey ievels. low participation
rzies in occupahon, tow heaith staluz, high econemic
cependence, incicasing dowry harassiment and deaths,
und 'ow Zclitical participation is @ waming for urgent
pcilcy mierventions tor their emancioation and for rais-
ing tha ricius of wvomen. The suggesiions ofteied for rais-
ing the tiatus of women are:

1. Sirong anc eifective action at all leveis beginning
wiln action al the local level.

2. Women's movements need to be kept away from
the paiitical spheres.

3. Constitution of women volunteer corps in every
ward, fown and city.
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4. Active participation by NGOs and similar service
organisations for effective implementation.

Itis hoped that such concerted pro-active efforts with
the involvement of the women concemed will certainly
lead to an atmosphere of freedom where women can
understand the meaning of equality and dignity. This is
nof the end but the beginning of a new chapter - ‘Eman-
cipation Before Empowement’,

( )

+ The emancipation of women is an integral part of
social progress, not just a women's issue - Jean
Dreze and Amarlya Sen.

+ Empowerment of Women does not necessarily
mean getting elected to public offices but essen-
tially it would have to be empowement of women
beginning at the family level so that women are
able to take their lives in their own hands and take
decisions for themselves and their families -
Neoleen Heyzer, Executive Director, United Nations
Development Fund for Women.

+ A billion people, two thirds of them women, lack
the skills 1o fill out a simple application, much less
use a telephone or a computer. The ranks of these
functional illiterates are swelled every year by tens
of millions of children who reach adulthood with-
out a baslc education -~ Carol Bellamy, UNICEF's
Executive Director.

+ While women have made inroads at the work place,
men have failed to play their part at home. Now
72 per cent of women were economically active,
pay differentials have narrowed down between
men and women, number of working mothers with
children under five have doubled since 1973... At
home, however, there seems to be little change,
women always or usually do the washing and iron-
ing - Report of the Social Focus on Men and
Women.

+ We enlered a Century where women had the right
to vote in a mere handful of countries. On the last
Intemational Women's day before the new millen-
nium, let us rededicate ourselves to eliminating the
discrimination and disadvantages 1o which women
are still subjected, whether in the world of work, in
access in health care services, in the provision of
social services and social safety-nets, in peace
building and reconstruction, or perhaps, most im-
portantly in the home - Kofi Annan’s Message on
International Women's Day.

+ Violence against women and girls remained the
grealest challenge facing humanity on the eve of
the twenty first century. Violence against women
devastated lives, fractured communities and was
a barier o development in every nation - Neoleen
Heyzer. '

NEEDS, RESOURCES, VALUES AND CULTURE

—K.V.V. Subrahmanyam, IPS (Retd.)
(Former Home Secretary, Govt. of A.P)

In today's consumeristic society with gargantuan ap-
pelite, and markel economy, the needs are mulliply-
ing. If we take a grim look at humanity as a whole, it is
brought out that 80% of the world's wealth is enjoyed
by twenty per cent of ihe people and eighty per cent
of the people hardly have access to twenty per cent of
world's wealth. Thus when we falk of needs, the starlling
fact is Ihat the rich are becoming richer and poor are
becoming poorer. It is patent, when we talk of needs
we should talk of the needs of the poorest of the poor,
the lowly and the downirodden. Dr. Prema Pandurang
said that when she went to some of the interior areas of
fribal hinterland in Bihar, she found only fribal men in the
audience and not women. When asked why it was so,
she was told that women have no clothes to wear, they
cover their bodies with leaves and grass and hence
come out only at nights. The tribals in those areas eat
barks of frees, leaves and perhaps some wild fruifs. Even
assuming a certain hyperbole in the presentation, there
is no denying that there is stark poverly in considerable
areas of our country, in Africa, Latin American, in Indo-
nesia, even in considerable countries in Europe. The non-
recognition of these grim facts is certainly due to our
educational process. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan said ‘An edu-
cation that brings up a young man in entire indifference
to the poverty and the misery sumrounding him, to the
dumb pangs of tortured millions and lives submerged in
darkness, and to the general/stringency of life, is essen-
tially a failure’. To put it in the nuttest possible shell (if
such an expression in the atmosphere of pemissiveness
can be used), the needs are Roti, Kopada, Makhan,
primary education and health care. Hence, it is that
concem for the other man, the underprivileged, the to-
tally deprived has to take deep roots in the social,
political, economic psyche. It is in this area that our aca-
demicians, our planners, political masters, economic
pandits, soclal scientists have strayed trom the long and
narrow path of recognition of priorities and fallen prey
to the hitech, globalization, market econcmy. Unless
there is a study and uncompromising public opinion built
and articulated among the millions of those who mutely

(Growing atrocities against women )

The crime graph during last year (1998) shows
that as many as 38,000 murders were commitied.
Over 15,000 rapes are reported o have been com-
mifted. It is not only gangs but individuals who fum
fo horrid crimes. A factory owner in a town in North-
ern India had abducted, raped and murdered ten
minor girls belween the ages of five to fen years
before he was caught.

—Times of India, March 16, 1?99-
(From H.D. Shourie’'s Common Cause)
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casl their voles, and the political syslem, which is the
prime mover of power In the democratic process, is lu-
cid and unambiguous on these issues, the rest of the
blah blah of eleclion manifestoes is mere words and
words. The animosity that is buil! up against the Korean,
the Japanese and Vieinamese immigrants, the pent up
hoslility against the East Germans from the West Ger-
mans that can be likened 1o the attilude of the novaeu
riche against the couniry cousins affer ihe demolition of
the Berlin Wall are some of the manifestations. More
poignant are the famine deaths in Uganda, Nigeria, the
splintered countries of Bosnia, Croatia and Herze Govina
of the erstwhile Yugoslav republic, the all pervading
deep seated penury that is afflicting the smithereens of
Ihe erstwhile USSR are macabre spectacles in the infer-
national arena thal are viewed with a sub-human cal-
lousness and indifference indistinguishable from relapse
into barbarity and the collapse of civilized sensilivities.
Therefore, needs have to be catalogued, prioritised and
not only enshrined in the Consfitution but implemented
in the day o day life of the large masses. How the haves
will reconcile this with their rapacity and contain their
greed is the crux of the matter. More imporiantly, on
how the social order will regulate and monitor excesses
will depend on the future of humanity in general and
our country in particular.

As regards resources, this aspect may broadly be di-
vided as human, material, natural and scientific and
technological. It is that qualitative improvement of the
availability of resources of making the needs discussed
above, can take place only if the resources mentioned
above are lapped in a manner that is sustainable for
not merely a few decades but with, farsighl wisdom and
courage, with a betler futuristic sweep. It is remarkable
that Human Resources Development (HRD) is now rec-
ognized as a distinct discipline of sludy and research
not only in academic circles bul even in hard-boiled
business houses. Butl the pity of its is thal HRD is treated
as an end in ilsell or as a means to subserve the narrow
limited vision of an industry or enterprise. What is required
is freatment of HRD as part of holistic concept of the
total personality. Otherwise we run the serious genuine
risk of HRD becoming a weapon of aggrandisement of
one class over another, one race over anoiner, etc. Ma-
terial and natural resources, their availability, their ex-
ploitation, over exploitation, and their limitalions are all
matters thal have been subjected to considerable com-
prehensive studies. Soil scienlists, Geophysicists, Environ-
mentalists nol to speak of Fuluralogisis like Tafller, Nisbel,
Lester Brown of the World Watch Society, Fridijoff Capra
of the present century, H.G. Wells and Jules Yeme of
earlier centuries have caulioned against the dangers
of over exploitation of naiural resources as also of sci-
ence and technology. Scienfific and fechnological re-
sources and their exploitation have resulied in ecologi-
cal imbalances, depletion of the ozone layer, global
waming. These are very real threats and aiam signals
are visible in various parts of the world and fields of hu-

man activity. Therefore, the Taoist concep! of Ii\{ing in
lune with nature rather than conquering nature is ger-
mane o contemporary conditions. For this purpose, in
Ihe field of energy ulilisation, solar, wind power, lidal,
biomass, agri waste, garbage ulilisation are all areas
which required heavy R&D inpuls which will make these
areas commercially viable and frappable on mass scale.
This can be done only if there is public awareness thal
can mofivate lhose in power and aulhority. Some Ih?ng
like environmental tax on polluting power generchpn
systems and industrial establishments as also subsidies
for eco-fiendly systems needs fo be altempted on a
very large scale, in the interest of luture generalions.
These and concomitant ideas require wider public gaze
through the media, the press and television.

As regards values, unfortunately this is a field full of
pious platitudes and empty vapourcus sentimentalities.
which pass for profundifies, not infrequenily by well-
intentioned champions for improvement of value sys-
tems. When we of the older generation falk of value
system, there is a temptation 1o generalize on the fall of
values. While there can be some iruih in this, all changes
in the value system are not for the worse. Every genera-
tion experimenis with ils own code of conduct depre-
cating what is called misconduct or upholding righteous
conduct. History, they say, repeats iiself. Yet history is not
a dung heap, though Ford, the front runner of the auto
industry, described history as bunk. Yalue systems mean
and include an efhical code of conduct that can com-
mand universal acceptance. It is in this context thal the
astronomical accumulalion of black money. stashing in
whalt is popularly known as Swiss bank or NRI accounts,
the bealing of FERA or FEMA and similar slatutes, that
should cause serious concem to those who would like 1o
crystallize ethically acceptable value systems. Every
party in power declared from house tops that it will un-
earlh hidden and unaccounied wealih and every one
of them without exception has dismclly failed in this re-
gard. How in the electoral process the link between
money and muscle power are all part of this infemal
coil, has to be brought before publiz gaze - the sooner
the better. It is in this context thct we have tc view with
dismay the role of the judiciary and the Criminal Justice
system. Till now nothing has happened. Is it becouse
that the investigaling cgencies are lax or inefficient or
because the legal process or for that matier, to be more
explicil, the judiciary is not able io deliver speedy jus-
tice? For the value systems {o induce public confidence
the political process and the administrative machinery
have 1o function with a degree of trensparency and con-
cem for the common man which is sacly lacking in the
last decade or two. For this purpcse, making the vigi-
lance commission autonomous and statutory,
insfitutionalisation of Lok Ayuktha and Lok Pal go only
some distance. Il is patent thal those in power and qu-
thority have no time to give fo this area of their legiti-
mate charge and respensibilities. This is an unfashion-
able subjecl and It cannot hog the limelight of the me-
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dia. There can be nolhing speclacular about this but it
cannol be denied that a high degree of literacy espe-
cially ot the rural populace is the sine quo non of any
meaninglul developmenlal recipe. In urban areas, pri-
mary education in the private seclor is prohibitively costly
and in rural areas it is non existent to a large degree. As
regards higher education, it is the close preserve the
haves. with a few crumbs thrown into the SCs, STs, elfc. In
earliesl, affluent circles, higher educalion, especially
medical and engineering, compuler sciences and elec-
fronics and management studies are merely instrumen-
talities paving the way for assignments in affluent coun-
Iries or for jockeying for positions in MNCs with six figure
pay packages. Viva La Consumerism! Brain drain is la-
meniable bul more lamentable is the lack of attitudinal
changes in the corridors of power, where the agenda
for the coming millennium is pul on the anvil. There are
no easy solufions. But the state of the nation can defi-
niiely improve only, repeal, only by the diligence and
ciscipline of the teeming millions that constitute the work
force and by gaivanizing their energies.

Next to primary education comes the field of public
heaith. Again our Nobel Laureate, Amartya Sen, whom
we are not tired of extolling, has given credibility and
cuthenlicity by a lifetime of labour lo the concept of
wellare economics against all odds. In governmental
health centres, facilities are abysmal. In the privale sec-
tor, five star hospitals have become inslitutionalised
leaches. The cost of medicare is becoming even be-
vond the reach of the so-called upper middle classes.
The plight of those below the poverty line, the daily wage
earners, the large silent majority who mortgage or sell
iheir last cent of land or last bit of family jewellery, for
ine freatment of those near and dear to them, are mat-
ters of daily occumence and recurrence. The diagnos-
lic cenlres and super specialists acting in fandem have
made all possible medical tests thrust on most patients.
There should be a mass movement for betler deal for
erimary educalicn and medicare, when we lalk of val-
ues in a just social order. The last segment of our discus-
sion is culture. It is a vast and unchartered territory and
one can go on and on.

The cullure of a nation is closely intertwined with its
religicus milieu. The direct exposition we find in the Vedas,
the fruit of Ihe highest human knowledge and wisdom,
the kernel of which has it iast reached us in the
Upanishads as the greatest gift of the cenlury. It is ex-
pressed in various ways, but especially by making all
the beings in ihe world, living and lifeless, pass succes-
sively before the view of the siudent, and pronouncing
over every one of them thal word which has become a
formula, and as such has been called the Mahavakya:
Taloumes, - more comectly, Tat twam asi, - which means,

“This thou art”.

“Our knowledge of Hindu literature is still very imper-
fect. Yel, as we find their ethical teaching variously and
powerfully expressod in the Vedas, Puranas, poems,

myths, legends of their sainls, maxims and precepis, we
see Ihat it inculcates love of our nelghbour with comn-
plete renunciation of sell-level, love generally, nof con-
fined to mankind, but including all living creatures; be-
nevolence, even fo the giving away of the hard-won
wages of daily toil; unlimited patience towards all who
injure us; the requital of all wickedness, however base,
with goodness and love; voluntary and glad endurance
of all ignominy; abslinence from all animal food; per-
fect chastity and renunciation of all sensual pleasure
for him who strives afler true holiness; the surrender of all
possessions, the forsaking of every dwelling-place and
of all relatives; deep unbroken solitude, spend in silent
contemplation with voluniary penance and lernible slow
seli-torture for the absolule morlification of will, loriure
which extends o voluntary death by starvation, or by
men giving themselves up to crocodiles, or flinging them-
selves over the sacred precipice in the Himalayas, or
being buried alive, or finally, by flinging themselves un-
der the wheels of the huge car of an idol drawn along
amid the singing, shouting, and dancing of bayaderes.
And even yel these precepts, whose origin reaches back
more than four thousand years, are carried out in prac-
tice, in some cases even 1o lhe utmost extreme, and this
notwithstanding the fact that the HINDU nation has been
oroken up into so many paris. A religion which demands
the areatest sacrifices, and which has yet remained so
long in praclice in a nation thal embraces so many mil-
lions of persons, cannot be an arbifrarily invented su-
persiition, but must have its foundation in the nature of
man. But besides this, if we read the life of a Christian
penitent or saint, and also that of a Hindu saint, we can-
not sufficiently wonder at the harmony we find between
them. In the case of such radicdlly different dogmas,
customs, and circumsiances, the inward life and effort
of both is the same. And the same hamony prevails in
the maxims prescribed for both of them.

Thus culture is not mere leaming. It is discrimination, -
understanding the etemnal values of the life and human
existence. There should be an atmosphere of culture,
an air of geniality, sobriety, compassion, concermn for the
other person, lack of bittemess, hatred and animosity.
There should be a capacity to tolerate the other man's
point of view. For this purpose, religions and literature
do play a dominant role. Even a hard boiled atheist has
to believe in certain ethical values. But untortunately
atheism and rationalism have now come to mean og-
gressive animosity against docirinaire religions and ritu-
alism. Even then, in India these groups single out Hindu-
ism for their attacks for ifs ills and they are many. They
require 1o be got rid of. Il was Swamy Vivekananda who
gave a clarion call for throwing away priesi-crafi first
and also the bundie of crysiallized superstitions. This
cannot be misundersiood to mean genuine devoted
preachers whether in Hinduism, Islam or Christianity, have
no place and that ceremonies and worship performed
with devotion have lo be eschewed. More imporiantly,
any religlous system that preaches bigotry and hatred

[
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rNaﬁonc:l Commission for Women h

To make the National Commission for Women
more effective, its new Chairperson Vibha
Parthasaradhi said: *“What is required is a dynamic
nelworking with the State Women's Commissions, the
NHRC and the Minorities Commission. It would
minimise duplication of effort and would be the ideal

way of working rather than the highly compari-
mentalised slyle”.

\_ —Times of India, March 16, 1999 )

against other religions sows the seeds of discord and
human misery. Such an approach is the very negation
of the essence of any religion and this idea should gain
greater currency and public approbation. An eamest
endeavour to resolve conflict and live in mutual regard
and amity is called for. So also linguistic jingoism. Wid-
ening and frontiers of learning can happen only inler-
linguistic and Inter-religious interactions are intensified
for mutual enrichment.

As discussed earlier, needs have o be focussed with
reference to those of the poorest, the lowest and the
down-trodden, whose voice is rarely felt or heard by
those who have the power fo iake appropriate mea-
sures. Hence, needs have to be emphatically related
to areas of food, shelter, clothing, malnutrtion, primary
education and health care. When we think of resources,
again the focus has to be on the resources that are in-
nate in our vast country; lapping them wisely, with con-
cem for future generations - not sucking them out in
shorter span of a few decades; having concem for eco
balance pollution control; population confrol that is al-
most in the planning process. As regards values, we
cannot! wish away the Impact of infotech, the intrusion
of the mass media - intrusion info @ or homes and hearths.
An ivory tower attiftude of ignoring the gusts of wind that
blow aboul us. More importantly, we have fo develop
sufficient strength in our system to withstand the on-
slaughts on our hoary culiure, the elemal verities that
constitute our national heritage, without being dogmatic,
without sticking to the shadow of our culture for getting
the substance.

(Excerpts from the Key Note address delivered re-
cently at Forum for People's Thoughls, Hyderabad]

REPORT ON THE HEALTH AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

—Dr. G. Prabhakar
Joint Director, Health & Projects ,Sankar Foundation

30-01-1999: CME Programme

Dr. N.V. Ramana Murthy, Head of Depariment of
Paediatrics gave a lecture on “Convulsions in New Bom
and Epilepsy" at the CME Programme conducted at
Foundations Hospilal for Women and Chiid.

5-2-1999: 1B Camp

Monihly TB Camp was conducted at Anakapalli, 33
patients were examined and provided medicines at the

Camp.
6-2-1999

Mrs. S. Narayana, Project Director, ECOMWEL,
Chennai visited Sankar Foundaltion's Eye Hospital, Hos-
pital for Women and Child and TB Hospital and Sankar’s
Human Resources Development Centre at Mamidi-
palem.

10-2-1999: TB Camp at Yelamanchili

48 Palients were examined and provided medicines
at the Camp.

12-2-1999: Training Programme at Madugula

Dr. G. Prabhakar, Ms. V. Jyotishmati and G.L.N. Prasad
represenied the Foundation at the Training Programme
on ‘Water and Sanitation’ conducted by Viswa Samakya,
Federation of NGOs at V-Madugula. The programme was
sponsored by Water AID U.K. Project, Mr. Paramasivam
Couniry Representative Water AID U.K. and Mr.
Narasimaiah Training and Development Centre, Hydera-
bad participaled in the training programme.

15-2-1999: Eye Camp at Duvvada

Major Eye Camp was conducted jointly with Shri
Kusuma Hamath Ashramam, Duvvada. 124 patients were
screened and 24 were selected for surgery.

18-2-1999: Workshop on Rural Health

The Workshop was inaugurated by Sr S. Narasinga
Rao, |AS, District Collector, Shri. 5. Narasinga Rao in his
inaugural address appreciated the efforis of Sankar
Foundation in bringing together around 100 NGOs for
the Workshop. He advised the NGOs o make best use
of the workshop to know about the Health Care Delivery
Systems. The Collector suggested to NGOs, stressing the
imporiance of the role of the NGOs working in different
areas, to ensure that the programmes granted by the
Govemment and other agencies are successfully imple-
mented. He said, in doing service, what is more impor-
tant is the output of the programmes undertaken, rather
than the inpul, such as the amoun! of money pul in,
people involved, efc. The Organisation should look be-

- yond the minor things towards a result oriented ap-

proach. He asked the NGOs to take very aclive role,
and see to thal, the projects underiaken by the Gov-
emment are implemented in a comect manner, and the
beneficiaries are really benefited. He apprecialed
Sankar Foundation for its eflorts and appealed to all the
NGOs present in the meeting, 1o take-up more moliva-

tional programmes and educate people regarding
Health and Hygiene.

Prof. A. Prasanpc Kumar, Executive Trustee and Direc-
ior.. Centre for Policy Studies presided over the function.
Shri A. Sankar Rao, Managing Trustee spoke on the oc-




O i

conen, Shri A Jonker Rae arraaled o cll NGO o build
good referct sysloms ond rmcko tos! wie of the sarvices
cvarable ¢! fankor Founciction Hespllals.

thr B Viswona'h, Presicant of NGO Focerclion sooke
on the occcasicn. Ms V. Jeylishmali weicomed tho gath-
erngand Cr M. Verkalesweriy, Join) Direcler Resowrsos
Mcnagemen! grecessd vela of thanks.

The rescurce gerncns al ire wenchee include Dr. R,
Suryanarcyona Roiw on Eys Care, Dr N, Rukmint en
Wemen's Bedth, Dr NV, Remane Murthy o Child Hecih,
Dr. CSRL Nerosimhem on lubtercuiess, O S, Knshna
Murtay on HIVIAIDS, M. ¥ Jyotshmet on Rurcl Scrite-
fien, Or. G. Prachakar on rcio of NGCs and Dr. M
Yerkatesweru on Netwerking with NGOs.

Regresenianves from &&
\Yerkshop.

=Cs porticipated in the

22-2-1599: Eya Come at Govindapuram (Yillancgarem
District)

Mcjor Eve Camp was corncucled jointly with
¥anckadurgemmea Charntobla Thast of Gevindagurem,
28 Kms frem Vidignagoram. 188 patieris wero screened

crd 38 petients ware selected for Microsurgerng,
25-2-165%: ‘Acce! a Melher Progremms’

Shd Satva Sl Seva Dal Velunleers whe cre rendaring
yoRmMen seryica 21 the peer rd needy in the wral ar-

ezs, recentyy icunched Acdect a ticther Progror me. The
Violunleers e~y prégran] women and rgla “nerm e
Sankor Foundcoton hospial tor Women GaZ Chia fer
‘rrengiail cascrugs and realment. The pragnant

WOIMEN Who with RGVY Foguin Chackuns and 1 IowW-up
Qrd W NGYE GOVENSS Concuciod GE NG CounaGion’s
FHospital tor Women and Chiid 107 ing lirst chacvnn wors
r=istered Vor keaiment and {oliowup ot the Losoilal.
01 G. Fiabhakar briefed them aboul the Sc.o iviother-
+ood and Child Survival Prearamme.

Visit of Gusst

Shri R. Rammechan, Dy. Generel Manager. Siate Eank
< india visited sankar Foundalion's 3 Hospilals.

2.3-1999: Visit to Accpica Villaga

Dr. G. Prabhakar "nd Dr. M. Venkalesworl: ‘oint Si-
rectors alongwith i/1s. . lyohshmaii and Mr. G.L.. Frasad
visited Ramachandrapuicm village near V. Madugula
io plan the village devalopment programme with the
villager:. Mr. K. Joginaid, Secraiary, Sarada Vailey De-
veloprment Samithi, Mr. Srinivas and Mir. Neokesh, Village
Health Workers alse affended the meeiing at
Ramacnandrapuram. A plan of action was firalised in
consuiiation wilh the villagers, for the overall develop-
ment of the village which will be implemented in slages.

T8 Camp at Anakapalli

18 Patients were examined and provided medicines
al the Camp.

tn iof the CENTRE FOR POLICY

Guest Vislt

Sk Vijaya Gepu, KA, Progremme Direcler, Division
of Civil & Nacranical Systems, National Science Foun-
deaticn, Arlingten Uriversily, USA visited Sankar
feundgation's 3 Hesgltcls

4-3-1669: Exposure Vis!

27 Wemon Lacders from Chidikada Mandalom spon-
sored by Integreted Rurcl Development Sociely,
Crigikace visited Feuncation's 3 Hospilals for the expo-
surd visil.

5-3-1569: Meenng ¢

Ms. Jyotisrmati ord Or. G. Prabhakar represented
Scnkar Founcaiien al tho Jeint Action Meeling on Water

and Sernilction concucted oy Viswa Samakya at
Thummaopaia.

Viier and Sanilation

10-2-1989: 1% Camp ¢t Yelamanchili

Al patients were exarined and provided medicines.
11-3-196G: Guost Vsl

Shri Uday 2o comennen, Fost Master General, Visakha-

L

palncm visiied Sonkar Foundaiion's 3 Hospilals.

Frel ¥V Ramono, FormerVice-Chanceillor of Andhra
University vit'ec Foundaiion’s 3 Hospitals.

13-3-1999. Vizit in Susag

L G Frzzncxan, Ms. V. Jyolishmati and Mr. G.LN.
Prosad viated “usog Fam near V-Madugula 1o assess
the sxpenmenial Yeagelable Project being undertaken
jcinily by Sanker Fcundation and SVDS.

Felicitations to Sari A. Sankar Rao

Vadic Seva Tuil, a leading Cultural Organisation in
Visakhapecinam iciicilated Shri A. Sankar Rao with Ugadi
Furaskar al o cciourtul function at Kala Bharati. Sadguru
Shri K. Sivananda Murthy goru of Bheemunipatnam was
the Chief Guest at the function. Shri A.S.N. Murthy pre-
sided over Ihe iunction. Shri A. Sankar Rao was felici-
laled in recognition of his many sided services to the
poor through Sankar Foundation. Dr. B. Sarabhalingam,
well-known physiclan was also felicilated at the same
function. Six eminent senior citizens, six young Vedic Stu-
denfs were felicitated on the same day. Sri C.S.N. Raju,
President, Kala Bharathi, Sri M.V.V.S. Murthy, former M.P,
<n P. Raja Rao, Station Director, AIR and others spoke at
the functlion.

17-3-1999: 1B Camp al Vaddadhi

44 Palients were examined and provided wiih medi-
cines.

—
“It is anly when his love transcends his seff-seekj
ing that man becomes o Mohatma - a great soul -
through his relationship with all creatures.”

—Rabindranath Tagore
_
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